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Round 1: Summary response rate

Number of responses: 257 Excluded: 55
Duplicates: 39
Unknown: 14
Incomplete submissions: 2



Responses: NHS or independent hospital?
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Round 1: NHS response rate

Total number of responses 
included: 176

Responses by 
Local Coordinator: 64%

Responses by 
hospitals: 65%



Return rate –NHS hospitals by region
- somewhat lower rates in most stressed areas
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Space, staff, stuff (equipment) and 
systems for restarting elective surgery



Space
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Staff



Staff

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Northern Ireland (n=7)
East Midlands (n=11)

North West England (n=24)
Wales (n=9)

Yorkshire and the Humber (n=11)
West Midlands (n=15)

Scotland (n=24)
North East England (n=10)

South West England (n=15)
East of England (n=12)

South East England (n=15)
London (n=22)

RED AMBER GREEN

Proportion of respondents



Stuff



Stuff
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Systems



Systems
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Restarting elective surgery UK picture
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State of the nation
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Proportion of theatres* closed
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Use of other locations for surgery
e.g. independent sector, external sites



Theatre capacity increase* at other locations
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*compared to theatres open in 2019



Designated ‘low risk’ COVID-19 theatre area
- external sites used by 54%
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Designated ‘low risk’ COVID-19 theatre area
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Theatre productivity in open theatres
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Non-cancer elective operations: 
October 2020 vs 2019

62%

82% 79%
71% 70% 67%

60% 60% 60% 58% 57%

36%
29%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

UK av
erag

e

North
 East

 En
gla

nd

Ea
st 

of E
ngla

nd

So
uth Ea

st 
En

gla
nd

So
uth W

est 
En

gla
nd

Lo
ndon

North
 W

est 
En

gla
nd

Yo
rks

hir
e an

d th
e Humber

West 
Midlan

ds

Ea
st 

Midlan
ds

Sco
tla

nd
Wale

s

North
ern Ire

lan
d



Anaesthesia activity: 
October 2020 vs 2019



Paediatric surgery: 
October 2020 vs 2019
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Cancer operations: 
October 2020 vs 2019
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Emergency surgery: 
October 2020 vs 2019
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UK activity: October 2020 vs 2019
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The total number of operations 
completed in all theatre 
locations over 24 hours
Excluding non-theatre environments. 



Round 1: Estimated loss of surgical activity 
over 24 hours

27%

73%

27% loss of surgery compared to 
October 2019

2575 operations lost each day in 147 
responding hospitals

Estimated 4950 each day in all UK hospitals



UK staffing –
anaesthesia / critical care

Impact on staffing of anaesthetists/intensivists 
• re-deployed to non-patient facing roles 
• off work with sickness as a result of COVID-19
• shielding 
• self-isolating/in quarantine
• re-deployed to ICU work



UK staffing – anaesthesia/critical care
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Round 1: UK staffing - anaesthesia/critical care
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Data corrected for all hospitals across UK: 
≈ 14% depletion of anaesthesia workforce 
≈ 45% increase in ICU workforce



Thank you
All local co-ordinators, anaesthetic and 
critical care staff completing this survey.
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